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Musical Notes in the Night

Presented by Outram Secondary School Chinese Orchestra,
Chinese Orchestra of the Hong Kong Youth Music Society and
Kreta Ayer CC Chinese Orchestra.

Victoria Concert Hall, Sun 29 Oct 2006,

7 pm ~ 9pm




Principal’s Message

| first heard of Hong Kong Youth Music Society from Mr Gordon Siu who was
visiting Singapore seeking collaboration with Chinese Orchestras in Secondary
Schools. He shared with me the inspiring story of how the society started and
how the musicians had persevered through many challenges and difficulties
to pursue their passion in music. It is this passion which has brought them to
Singapore to play with our young students and to share with them the joy and
fulfilment of producing melodic music.

Through the interactions and performance, | hope our students will learn more
about music and the art of performing from our overseas visitors who are
accomplished musicians. Music enriches our lives, creating sensitivity to tones
and rhythms and adding depth and beauty to our experiences. It is hard to
imagine a world without music. Music is @ universal language that transcends
differences in race, nationality and language. It is appropriate that Outram
Secondary School Chinese Orchestra and the Hong Kong Youth Music Society
get to know each other better for the first time through music.

I would like to thank Mr Gordon Siu and his orchestra, Mr Pang and the
teachers-in-charge and the past and present members of Outram Secondary
Chinese Orchestra. | would diso like to thank members of Kreta Ayer
Community Centre Chinese Orchestra who have made this concert possible.

Let the music begins and let us celebrate the passion and talents of the
musicians tonight!
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Infroduction of Outram Secondary
School Chinese Orchestra

Outram Secondary School Chinese Orchestra has been under the helm of Mr
Pang Chin Soon for 12 years. Under his lead, he led the Orchestra to SYF
(Chinese Orchestra) competitions for the years 1995, 1997, 1999, 2001, 2005,
where they were awarded silver and bronze in 1999 and 2005.

The orchestra's aim is fo let each student learn at least one instrument and to
further improve each student's skills by participating in various events. The
orchestra also organized activities such as training camps to instill a sense of
belonging and teamwork among the members as well as to enthuse them to
develop an appreciation for the traditional Chinese music.

Besides performing in internal events, such as the Spring Festival celebrations
and Annual Speech Day cum Anniversary Day, the Orchesira is actively
involved in community work, where they perform for voluntary organizations
such as Kreta Ayer Senior Citizens Club and Moral Welfare Home.

This year, the Orchestra had the honour of performing for DPM Wong Kan Seng
during the School’s Speech Day Cum Anniversary Day celebrations in the 28
August 2006.

We are indeed privileged to be able to collaborate with the Hong Kong Youth
Music Society fonight to present tonight's concert. This will definitely be an
enriching and inspiring experience for our members.

In the days ahead, the orchestra hopes to create more opportunities for
collaboration with external orchestras.

Not only will our membpers' horizons be expanded, they will be able to stretch
their abilities and reach new heights in their musical proficiency.

It is hoped that the love for fraditional Chinese music will be passed down to
future generation and leave a lasting legacy.

The current instructors of Outram Secondary School Chinese Orchestra are Mr.
Pang Chin Soon, Mr Lim Yong Hian (Wind Section) and Mdm Lee Moi Cheng
(Plucking Section).
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Infroduction of Hong Kong
Youth Music Society

Established in 1973, the Hong Kong Youth Music Society became a registered
charitable organization in 1974, with the aim of promoting training in Chinese
insfrumental music for young persons in Hong Kong.

Run enfirely by volunteers, the Society had to overcome many difficulties
throughout the past 30 years; the finding of suitable venue for operating
fraining classes was a classical example. Spurred on by a common godl,
members of the Society soldiered on, providing free iraining classes, taking
part in district music activities and supporting fellow voluntary organizations.

Over the past decades, over twenty members of the Society had taken up
music as a career. They are now professional musicians, playing in the Hong
Kong Chinese Orchestra and giving music lessons in schools.

The Chinese Orchestra of the Society had performed under the baton of
many famous Chinese conductors. In 2005 and 2006, the Orchestra began
working with schools in China and Macau, and in the current visit to Singa-
pore, it will perform with the school orchestras of Hwa Chong Institution and
Outram Secondary School.
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Infroduction of Kreta Ayer
CC Chinese Orchestra

Kreta Ayer Chinese Orchestra was reorganised in year 2000, when Mr. Pang
Chin Soon was invited to be the conductor. The Chinese Orchestra starfed to
hold classes and training for all instruments. In the same year, the Orchestra
successfully held their first annual concert at Kreta Ayer CC (KACC); "Xuan Ge
ZhiYe".

In the year 2001, the orchestra represented KACC for the concert "Symphony
below the wind", the Grand Musical Concert held at Sabah, Malaysia,
together with 500 other representatives from China, Taiwan & Malaysia.

The orchestra has been actively involved in the community's social programs,
performing in most of the celebrations’ and functions, including Chinese New
Year Lighting Ceremony & the Mid-Autumn Festival Carnival. It has also been
invited for performances in other community centres, resident councils,
shopping mall and company functions.

In year 2003, Kreta Ayer Chinese Orchestra had their 3rd public concert, "Xuan
Ge Zhi Ye — Zhuang Jing”, organized by Kreta Ayer Community Club, jointly
performed with Outram Secondary School & Malaysia Chong Hwa High
School (Kluang).
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Mr. Pang

Mr. Pang started learning the Chinese Flute (Dizi) during
his school years in Malaysia since 1975, and has actively
participated in various chinese orchestras since then.

He started conducting lessons as a part-time job in 1979.
In 1997, he became a full-fime instructor, teaching in
various schools, community centres and the People
Associations. Apart from these, he also took part in
various overseas performances. One such event was
the North Korean National Arfs Festival where Mr Pang
was awarded the Silver Award. Mr Pang was a guest
player for the SCO's concert in Taiwan as well. He also
led the Kreta Ayer CC Chinese Orchestra and Chong
Hwa High School of Kluang, Malaysia for a 500 member
performance “Symphony Below the Wind” in Sabah,
Malaysia. The concert was a huge success and was
further registered in “The Malaysia Book of Records” for
the outstanding records and achievements.

Throughout these years, he has built up his career in
leading orchestras and has won awards in the NTUC
Music Competition for Individual & Group category as
well as the Erhu Open caftegory in National Chinese
Music Competition. Currently, he is being guided by Erhu
teacher Zhang Yu Min.
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Gordon Siu

Born in November 1945 in Hong Kong, Gordon Siu is @
career civil servant, joining the Hong Kong Civil Service
in 1966 and retiring in 2002.

Siv started learning the violin and conducting in primary
school and joined the Hong Kong Youth Orchestra in
1965, becoming its leader in 1966. He led the Youth
Orchestra fo the International Festival of Youth Orches-
fras held in Scofland in 1973 and founded the Hong
Kong Youth Music Society in 1974 with three other volun-
feers. In 1977, he found the Music Office of the Hong
Kong Government.
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Tsui Ying Fai

Tsui obfained his bachelor (firsi-class honor) and master
(Ethnomusicology - Chinese Music) degrees in the
Chinese University of Hong Kong in 1987 and 1990
respectively and has studied ethnomusicology in the
University of Piftsburgh (USA). Currently, he is the Senior
Music Officer (Chinese Music) of the Music Office, the
conductor of the Hong Kong Youth Chinese Orchestra.

Tsui has been active in the field of Chinese music as a
conductor as well as a performer. He was the principal
dizi player of the Macau Chinese Orchestra and the
instructor of dizi and Chinese percussion of the Cultural
Institute of Macau, the principal flautist of the Hong
Kong Pan Asian Symphony Orchestra and the University
Orchestra of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, and
the conductor of many local school symphonic bands,
western orchestras and amateur Chinese orchestras.
Tsui took part in the Music Office overseas performing
foursin the 1980s as a member, and in 2000, was the tour
leader and conductor of the Hong Kong Youth Chinese
Orchestra performing tour fo Beijing and Xi'an. In 2005,
he led Hong Kong Youth Chinese Plucked String Orches-
fra o Aberdeen, UK to participate and performed in the

prestigious Aberdeen International Youth Festival. In
2002 and 2004, he was invited as one of the adjudicators
of the National Chinese Orchestral Contest in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia.

As a music teacher and researcher, Tsui has worked as a
tutor and research staff of the music department, the
Chinese University of Hong Kong, a part-time lecturer of
the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, the editor
of The 20th Anniversary of Hong Kong Chinese Orches-
fra, as presenter of radio programme about world
ethnic musics. He has also published several articles on
Chinese instrumental music in publications by the Hong
Kong Provisional Urban Council and the Education
Department (now Education and Manpower Bureau),
and in music academic journals in the US and the well-
known Garland Encyclopedia of World Music.
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Tan Zhengwei

Zhengwei started learning Er Hu at the age of eight
under Zhang Yu Ming, and is under the personal
tutelage of Xu Wen Jing. Zhengwei has a deep passion
for Chinese Orchestra. While in Radin Mas Primary
School, Zhengwei served in a position that was similar to
that of chairman in the school’s Chinese Orchestra. In
that same year, the Chinese Orchestra achieved the

gold award in the SYF (Chinese Orchestra Competition).

As a performer, Zhengwei has represented his schools in
many external events and thus acquired much experi-
ence in making public performances. Zhengwei was
conferred a grade four in the year 2002 and in 2003, he
attained grade seven certificate for Er Hu awarded by
the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts. in 2005, Zheng Wei
was conferred a grade eight with merit for Er Hu by the
National University of Singapore. He was awarded the
Cerfificate of Merit in the National Chinese Music
Competition Solo (Junior) Er Hu in the year 2004 and this
year, he will be participating in this biennial competition
as well. Zhengwei is presently serving as the sectional
leader of the Er Husection in the Outram Chinese Orches-
tra, he is also a member of the Toa Payoh CC Chinese
Orchestra.
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Ivan Tay Zhi Hao

Ivan Tay started learning Dizi in 2002 where Mr Pang Chin
Soon was his first mentor. Thereafter he developed a
passion for the Chinese traditional music and studied
under two veteran SCO (Singapore Chinese Orchestra)
Dizi musicians, Mr. Tan Chye Tiong and Mr. Ang Ting
Leong. Within three years, Ivan attained Grade 4 and 7
cerificates for Dizi awarded jointly by the Central
Conservatory of Music (China) and Nanyang Academy
of Fine Arts.

Ilvan's deep love for conducting and interest for Chinese
insfruments propelled him to seek guidance from two
veteran SCOs Zhong Hu musicians, PBM Mr. Sim Boon
Yew and Mr. Chuan Joon Hee on the art of conducting
and Orchestration. . Armed with the knowledge and
skills, Ivan took on the role of the conductor for the
Outram Secondary School Orchestra on several
external performances and events and received many
good reviews. Jvan is presently serving as the Chainman
of the Ngee Ann Polytechnic Chinese Orchestra, he is
also a member of the Keat Hong Chinese Orchestra.
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So Siu Fun

An enthusiastic promoter of Chinese music, So Siu Fun has
been a member of the Hong Kong Youth Music Society
since 1973. He has also worked with other amateur
Chinese music groups. He premiered the performance
of Pang Wu-lin's "Seagull and the Sea"” for sheng solo
and Zhang Xiao-feng's sheng concerto, "The Legend of
the Cloud". So has been a professional musician of the
Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra since1978. Apart from
being a sheng and dizi soloist, So also plays dongxico,
suona, and other Chinese brass instruments.

During the past ten years, So has been devoted to the
study of the fransformation of the nine-hole dizi, semi-
tfonal dongxico, and the small semi-tonal sheng. So is
also an instructor of dizi in a number of primary and
secondary schools in Hong Kong.
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REfE N Music Synopsis
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Dance of the Golden Snake Composed by Nie Er
Rearranged by Xu Jing Xin

This musical composition uses rapid percussion technigues to heighten the
celebratory and jubilant atmosphere. The composer, Mr Nie Er named the
musical composition “The Dance of the Golden Snake” to reflect his revolu-
tionary spirit and unwavering conviction for a new China.
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Dance of the Yao Tribe Music by Liu Tie Shan, Mao Yuan

Orchestration by Peng Xiu Wen

This musical composition vibranily illustrates a scene where the people from the
Yao tribe are making merry while celebrating a festival. As night falls, the
people clad in their most splendid, gather under the moonlight as they hit their
drums. As the Gao Hu brings in the main theme, the soft and gentle tune is like
that of a fair young maiden dancing gracefully. Soon afterwards, the other
young ladies join in the dance, their spirits heightened in the process. The music
take on a gradual change, where the rhythm accelerates and becomes more
uninhibited and dynamic.This is similar to a group of young men who joins the
maidens in the festive dance, and expressing their excitement and enthusiasm
in their movements. The different movements within the composition can be
likened to that of a couple inlove. There are sections where they are professing
their admiration for each other, and other sections where the pair are painting
pictures of their future together. The main theme resurfaces in the third section
and gradudally builds until the end where the music hits the climax.
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Melody of Qin Qiang Arranged by Zhao Zhen Xiao
and Lu Ri Rong

This piece of music is played out using the Er Hu. The composers, Mr Zhao Zhen
Xiao and Mr Lu Ri Rong uses the Qin Qiang melody as a foundation for this
composition. The music reflects the industriousness, bold and candid character-
istics of the Northwestern people of China.
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Dizi Solo

Picking the Tea leaves Rearranged by Sim Boon Yew
This folk song was very popular among the people in the Fujian province of
China. It is a tune hummed and sung by the farmers as they picked the tea

leaves. The music is made of three sections. The first section is melodious,

depicting the farmers’ passion for their work. The second section picks up
some speed and in the third section, the mellifluocus tune resurfaces. On the
whole, the music displays the joyful and bilissful lives of the farmers.
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Tiger Grinding Teeth

A renowned percussionist tune that was inspired by a percussionist (drum) tune
circulated among the people in Shaanxi province of China. The composer, Mr
An Zhi Shun uses a myriad of percussionist techniques and rhythm to vividly
depict a scene of a ferocious tiger that crouches within the mountains grinding

\ its teeth and the swiftness of the tiger as it speeds down the mountain ranges.
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Horse Racing Music by Huang Hai Huai
Orchestration by Sim Boon Yew

The music portfrays the scene of a horse racing competition among the Inner
Mongolians. The composition is filled with fervour and passion and possesses a
distinctive rhythm. As you listen to the music, you are transported fo the vast
grassland of Inner Mongolia and you can feel the exhilaration and elation of
the peopile in the air.
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Tea Mountain Rearranged by Zeng Jia Qing

This music was based on a Taiwan folk song and was rearranged for an
instrumental ensemble. The entire composition is lke a lyric poetry and
expresses one’ szeal and love for life.
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Princess Wencheng Composers: Gao Yang, Zhang Shigong, Tang Fu

Based on the story of the marriage of Princess Wencheng in the Tang Dynasty
{700 A.D.) to the King of Tibet, this composition is written in sonata form. The
compaosers use both Han and Tibetan melodic structures, exhibiting the colours
of each style to the fullest extent. There are four movements, and in this
concert, the first and fourth movements are played as a concerto for solo
sheng, with orchestra accompaniment.

AILE AR

HEMRE CERESE PR (AR BURBHIFHR TS (BEEPRM> o <A
LB E—EHHRLSABNTH S EHEEEREREET ARG EAREIRAELRE.
EAXTHIMMHEMRE. T@ARB(—)\GHEKR (Z)THER, (Z)5IH5HE (m)
SRR (RIREB X, X)) REEE (L) RS U\ SRR, (LEFTFE. X8
BEEENKE MERENE B HENER LG ANRE A RRINTE AF S

Lo MME HFEHULIIES A
Moonlight Ancient song Arranged by Peng Xiuwen

Transcribed from a solo pipa item for performance by the orchesira, "Moon-
ligtht” musically traces the journey of the moon, rising from the sea, sailing
through the sky and finally setting behind the distant hills. It is made up of nine
sections, and as the moon fravels through the star-lit sky, the listener can almost
hear the flow of the rivers, the whisper of the fields and the quiet humming of life
in the villages.
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Building the Red Flag Canal Composers: Xu Jingxin, Jin Fuzai,
Chen Dawei

This orchestral item commemorates the efforts made in the construction of the
canal at Tai Xing Mountain. Itis made up of three sections: -

1. Sunrise at Tai Xing Mountain
2. Efforts of the army of builders
3. Triumph

Red Flag is an intricate orchestral work. In it the composer skillfully shows off the
beautiful characteristics of a range of traditional instruments: the crystal-clear
ring of the liugin; the free-singing dizi; the moody erhu and the majestic suona.
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YHRRERES, REBIEE,
Dance of the Dun Huang Mural fairies Composers: Xu Jingxin,
Chen Dawei

Composed in 1982, this award-winning composition by Xu Jing-xin and Chen
Da-wei is based on the story depicted on the famous wall-painting atf the
historical city of Dun Huang on the Silk Road in Gansu Province, China. The
music starts softly, mysteriously, building up to one plateau after another, and
then rising to a final climax, whereby all the gods and fairies seem to float out
of the wall-painting, dancing gracefully, majestically, before finally settling
back down to their original positions in the painting. The composition uses the
full range of instfruments in the Chinese orchestra and is a popular choice of
conductors.
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