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conducted by Mr Gordon Siu
performed by Combined Chinese Orchestra
(MQOYCO, EDCO, HCCO)

Swan Lake Op 20 No 2 Act 1, Valse

— Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky
conducted by Dr Tan Wee-Hsin

performed by Combined Symphonic Orchestra
(NWNTSO, HCSE, HC Symphonic Band)

Variations on an Original Theme, Enigma Op 36

— Edward Elgar
conducted by Mr Gordon Siu

performed by Combined Symphonic Orchestra
(NWNTSO, HCSE, HC Symphonic Band)

«=[EH»

conducted by Dr Tan Wee-Hsin
performed by all orchestras




orchestra introduction

Hwa Chong Chinese Orchestra
Since the inception of the Hwa Chong Chinese Orchestra (HCCO) in 1974, it
has always been recognised as a hallmark of Hwa Chong Institution.
Under the skilful baton of their conductor, Wei Yanming, HCCO has en-
joyed sustained achievements at the biennial Singapore Youth Festival
(SYF) Central Judging Competition, where they invariably clinch the highly
coveted ‘Gold with Honours’ award. With their numerous accolades,
HCCO has been called upon countless times to showcase their harmonic
mastery at both internal school celebrations and external events.
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Hwa Chong Symphonic Band
The Hwa Chong Symphonic Band began humbly as a small military band in
1974 and has since flourished into the full symphonic band they are today.
Under the baton of resident conductor Mr. Darence Leng, the band has
achieved the ‘Distinction award’ at the Singapore Youth Festival Central
Judging. In recent years, the college band has been actively involved in ex-

change programs with renowned overseas partners and has received high
accolades.



orchestra introduction

Hwa Chong String Ensemble

The Hwa Chong String Ensemble (HCSE) was founded in the 1970's. The
ensemble has gone from strength to strength and is one of Singapore’s
premier College Ensembles. Despite its recent success, HCSE has not all
been smooth-sailing. In 1998, due to lack of funding and small member-
ship, it was disbanded. Yet, that did not deter a small number of students
from pursuing their passion, and they re-formed HCSE the very next year.
They participated in that year's SYF, and beat all the odds to clinch the
(then) highest award: the Gold award. Since then, HCSE has achieved at
least a Gold award at every SYF since 1999, and has clinched the ‘Distinc
tion award’ at SYF 2013. To date, its 16 members are under the tutelage of
conductor Dr Tan Wee-Hsin, an Old Boy from 93533. They work hard and
play hard, achieving at the end of the day success in all fronts, from the ac
ademic to the musical, while having a good time.




moy foundation

The Music for Our Young Foundation (“MOY”) is a registered charitable organiza-
tion founded in 2009 with the aim of providing music training for young people, ir-
respective of their background and level of talent. The MOY sets a goal for those
receiving training, a goal which can only be reached through hard work and disci-
pline.

The MOY works with schools and youth groups, in the running of Chinese and
Western instrumental training classes, and the formation of youth orchestras. A
normal cycle of activities covers a period of 3 years. During the three-year period,
on the recommendation of the MOY training team, the school or youth group may
take part in an overseas music exchange activity sponsored by the MOY. Members
of the Board of Directors of the MOY work on a voluntary basis to oversee the
work of the MOY.,

As at July 2013, 23 schools and organizations located in Hong Kong, Macau, Shen-
zhen, Zhangjiang, Guangzhou, Malaysia and Singapore have joined the MOY net-
work. In Hong Kong, the MOY has set up three youth orchestras, in Tin Shui Wai,
Chai Wan and Hung Hom, namely the Northwest New Territories Symphony Or-
chestra, the Eastern District Chinese Orchestra and the MOY Chinese Orchestra.
Instrumental training classes are provided to young people in these areas at a sub-
sidized rate.

The MOY arranges for its students to perform regularly with young players of dif-
ferent background and musical abilities. Once a trainee has learnt the fundamen-
tals, the MOY puts him or her into one of the orchestras run by the MOY, where
they quickly learn from their senior, more experienced peers the skills of ensemble
playing. The main advantage of this mode of training is that, for a young student,
who probably doesn't even notice it, the pain of learning a new skill and the grind
of daily practice will soon be replaced by the joy of musicmaking, and the pride of
being a contributing member of a youth orchestra. This training model has the
support of many senior educators. Conductors who have worked with and con-
ducted the MOY orchestras include Dr Yip Wai Hong, Professor Wang Ning, Dr Tan
Wee-Hsin, Mr Yap Ling, Mr Lester Kong, Mr Mitsuo Nonami, Professor Chan Wing
Wah, Professor Chan Kam Biu, Mr Wai Sing Fat, Mr Ho Chi Chung, Mr Sun Wan
Chiu, Mr Cheng Ching Tai, Mr Tsui Ying-fai, Ms Ko Sze Ka and Mr Ko Kwok Kin.

For further information and updated news about the MOY, please visit our website
at www.hkmoy.com.



orchestra introduction

MOY Northwest New Territories Symphony Orchestra

The MOY Northwest New Territories Symphony Orchestra (NWNTSO) was
set up in January 2011. There are around 40 members. They mainly come
from the Tin Shui Wai and Tuen Mun districts. Aged from 8 to 18, most of
the members of the NWNTSO started their first instrumental lesson with
the MOY in August 2010. In the past two years, members of the NWNTSO
have been participated in the instrumental training once a week, together
with the orchestral rehearsal which take place at the Music Room of the
Jockey Club Eduyoung College every Saturday Morning.

The NWNTSO participated in various local and overseas performances;
venues included the Jockey Club Eduyoung College, Pak Kau College, Lok Sin
Tong Yu Kan Hing Secondary School, Siu Sai Wan Plaza, Olympian City, Sai
Wan Ho Civic Centre and Chai Wan Youth Square Y-Theatre. At the invitation
of the HKU School of Professional and Continuing Education (SPACE), mem-
bers of NWNTSO performed in the HKU SPACE’s Annual Concert at the City
Hall in April. Their performance was widely acclaimed by the audience.

Some NWNTSO members managed to pass the central audition for the
MOY overseas music exchange activities. In August 2011, members of the or-
chestra with exemplary performance were invited to join the music camp in
Malaysia. In this music exchange activity, members of NWNTSO will partici-
pate in master classes, lectures, rehearsals and performance of joint Chi-
nese and western orchestra. They will also attend rehearsal and perfor-
mance of the professional orchestras in Singapore.

In 2012, many of the members of NWNTSO passed the graded exams of
ABRSM. Some of them pass grade 37 with distinction. This year, members
will continue to take part in the exams. The MOY provides aural training as
well as performing opportunities for the candidates, so as to increase their
confidence to be well-prepared for the exams.

The NWNTSO performed a wide range of repertoire varies from Classical
symphonic works to compositions feature joint Chinese and western or-
chestra.




orchestra introduction

MOQY Eastern District Chinese Orchestra

The MOY Eastern District Chinese Orchestra (EDCO) is organized by the Eastern
District Arts Council and the Music for Our Young Foundation, and sponsored
by the New World Development Company Limited, with the aim of charac
ter-building and instilling the values of discipline and hard work through instru-
mental training.

EDCO has about 50 members, with age ranging from 6 to 18. Members of
EDCO began receiving instrumental training in July 2010 on erhu, cello, yangqin
liugin, zhongruan, pipa, dizi, sheng or percussion. Since November 2010, mem-
bers of EDCO started their weekly orchestral training.

¥

Members of EDCO performed at the Y-Theatre in November 2010 and went on
tour to Shenzhen Longgang District in April 2011 to give a performance jointly
with various other MOY orchestras. Some EDCO members managed to pass
the central audition for the MOY music camp and performed at the camp with
players from Singapore and Malaysia in August 2011. In December 2011, EDCO
performed at a public concert in Sai Wan Ho. EDCO members are often provid-
ed opportunities to perform in public so that they can augment their music
skills, learn to cooperate and work with others and be instilled with a sense of
responsibility and self-discipline.

In 2012, many of members of EDCO passed grade 2 to grade 6 exams organized
by the Central Music Conservatoire, the Shanghai Music Concervatoire as well
as the ABRSM. Some of them passed with distinction. In the Hong Kong
Schools’ Muisc Festival in 2012 and 2013, members of the EDCO won various
prizes in competitions of different categories. They did work extremely hard in
the past 3 years to bring the motto of the MOY into the full play.



orchestra introduction

MOY Chinese Orchestra

The MOY Chinese Orchestra (MOYCO) began its first rehearsal in May 2010.
Aged between 8 and 21, members of the MOYCO practice weekly and are
all passionate about music and about passing the torch of music. In the or-
chestra, members who are more experienced help and teach those who
are less experienced or younger. This shows the motto of MOY : Work
hard, preserve in the pursuit of excellence.

MOYCO has participated in numerous overseas music exchange tours, visit-
ing cities including Beijing, Macau, Zhanjiang, Nansha, Shenzhen, Guang-
zhou, Singapore and Malaysia, and have received high acclaims. Their
recent performances included Transcendent Music — combined Chinese
and Western orchestral music concert, New World Development Company
Limited 40th Anniversary Group Fun Day at Hong Kong Convention and Ex-
hibition Centre, Wan Chai District Arts Cultural Recreational & Sports Asso-
ciation Interflows 2012 Sai Wan Ho Civic Centre Theatre and Eastern District
Arts Festival Concert etc.

MOYCO is not only supported by parents and schools, but also by master
musicians such as Professor Chan Wing Wah and Professor Chan Kam Biu
of Hong Kong and Professor Wang Ning of Beijing, all of whom conduct
the MOYCO occasionally.




conductor introduction

Tan Wee-Hsin

Tan Wee-Hsin began his viola studies
under former Singapore Symphony Or-
chestra (SSO) violist Lim Tze Chian when
he joined the National Youth Orchestra
(SNYO) in 1991, Recipient of scholarships
from Keppel Corporation and the Public
Service Commission (PSC) to read Engi-
neering and Math respectively, Tan in-
stead decided on a career in music.

In 1997, Tan was awarded a SSO/MOE scholarship to study with George
Taylor (viola) and Bradley Lubman (conducting) at the renowned East-
man School of Music where he graduated with Highest Distinction in
2001. He also holds a master of Music (2006) in performance and Peda-
gogy from Northwestern University, and was conferred the Doctor of
Music in June 2008.

Besides his full time professional work with the S5O, Tan’s orchestral
experience includes performance and recordings with the Chicago Sym-
phony Orchestra under conducting legends such as Daniel Barenboim,
Bernard Haitink and Charles Dutoit. His chamber recitals include a live
broadcast performance in Japan, PRISM at the 1st Singapore Chamber
Music Festival, and others in Chicago, Beijing, Seoul, Hong Kong, Bang-
kok and Kuala Lumpur.

Tan is an alumnus of Hwa Chong Institution (93533) and was conductor
of the String Ensemble in 1996-1997 and 2002-2004.



conductor introduction

Gordon Siu c¢BE, GBS, JP

Gordon Siu, a career civil servant,
joined the Hong Kong Civil Service
in 1966, and retired in 2002, having
served in various key posts includ-
ing Secretary for Economic Ser-
vices, Secretary for Transport,
Head of the Central Policy Unit,
and Secretary for Planning, Envi-
ronment and Land.

Gordon studied the violin and con-

ducting in primary school. He joined the Hong Kong Youth Orchestra in
1964, and became its leader a year later. In 1967, having passed his 21st
birthday, Gordon “retired”, and continued to work as a voluntary in-
structor of the Youth Orchestra in the 1960s and 1970s. |In 1977, Gordon
founded the Music Office of the Education Department, which started a
programme of instrumental music training at the “grassroot” level in
Hong Kong.

In 2005, with the help of a group of donors, Gordon started a series of
music exchange activities for students from Hong Kong, Singapore, Ma-
laysia, and from a number of cities in mainland China. In 2009, with the
support of the same group of friends, he founded the “Music for Our
Young Foundation”, the MOY, and started the Foundation's instrumen-
tal music training activities at three less “well provided for” areas in
Hong Kong, namely Tin Shui Wai, Chai Wan, and Hung Hom. Three MOY
youth orchestras have been formed at these locations. Hundreds of
students are now taking weekly lessons and joining the MOY's music ex-
change activities, playing with, and learning from young people from
Singapore, Malaysia, and from mainland China.
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elgar - enigma variations

Elgar was born in 1857 at Broadheath, England. A self-taught musician and
composer, his long struggle to establish himself as a pre-eminent compos-
er of international status was hard and often bitter.

In 1898, Elgar composed the Enigma Variations, which is a set of 14 varia-
tions on a hidden theme. It is Elgar's best-known large-scale composition,
for both the music itself and the enigma behind it. Each variation is an af-
fectionate portrayal of one of his close acquaintances. The enigma is the
hidden theme, which has been the subject of much speculation. Elgar ac
cepted none of the solutions proposed in his lifetime, and, pleased with
his little joke, took the secret with him to the grave. The complete set con-
sists of 14 variations, of which 4 will be presented tonight.

Variation I, “C.A.E.”, was about his wife. The variation contains repetitions
of a four-note melodic fragment that Elgar reportedly whistled whenever
arriving home to his wife.

Variation VII, “Troyte”, mimics Elgar's good friend, Troyte Griffith, who
was never successful in learning the piano. The variation reflects a
memory where the pair got caught in a thunderstorm and ran to take
refuge.

Variation XIll, “* * ** or commonly known as “Romanza”, was about a
personal friend of Elgar and his wife, Lady Mary Lygon. In 1899, Elgar
wrote to Lady Mary Lygon to ask permission to use her initials, but as she
was leaving for Australia and there was not time for a reply Elgar used "*
* *" instead.

Variation IX, “Nimrod”, describes "a mighty hunter before the Lord". It is
about Elgar’s close friend, Jager, whose name means hunter in German.
This variation is about Jdger’s constant encouragement as a friend, espe-
cially when Elgar wanting to give up composing music often citing the ex-
ample of Beethoven, who wrote beautiful music despite his insecurities.
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tchaikovsky - swan lake

Tchaikovsky was one of the first Russian compos-
ers whose music made a lasting impression inter-
nationally. His influence was so great that some of
his works are regarded as some of the most popu-
lar theatrical music in the classical repertoire. His
importance in society was also made evident
when he was honoured in 1884 by Emperor Alex-
ander Ill, and awarded a lifetime pension in the
late 1880s.

Swan Lake was among his best-known works and
was composed from 1875-1876. Written as a ballet, Swan Lake was fash-
ioned from Russian folk tales and tells the story of Odette, a princess
turned into a swan by an evil sorcerer's curse.

Yet the musicality in this piece of art is exhibited in how the music has,
since its debut, taken on a life of its own outside ballet, becoming one of
the most frequently played pieces. The original ballet comes in four acts
and the movement we are playing today is from the second movement
from the first act. In the context of the ballet, this movement portrays a
royal ball held in honor of Odette’s love interest, Prince Siegfried, to help
him choose a bride.

Today, Swan Lake’s popularity has allowed it to expand beyond the genre
of classical music and has been adapted into numerous films like Barbie of
Swan Lake and the widely-acclaimed 2010 movie Black Swan. It has also in-
fluenced literature texts, and its music used for soundtracks of movies.
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performers

instrument HKMOY Performers HCl Performers

Violin EEEte. ¥%eH, BEE. Shawn Ang, Kenneth Teo,
HhHE, FElfs. fEEsE.  Christopher Chua, Elissa Wong,

AN, T, BT Foong Kailin, Joan Fun, Jocelyn Lee,
Lee Si En, Ng Tze Yi, Ren Yi Ping,

Tan Ting Wei, Xu Yue, Yeam Cheng
Teng, Zhao Dalu

Viola B, HEE Alvin Tan, Cao Yun, Chay Choong,
Niu Xin Yuan, Tan Zher Min, Tan
Zher Yin, Wilfred Ngia

Violoncello REVE., M. #8258, EzraKhor, Ooi Ching Hui, Aileen

PHGSEE  FReS &8 A&, Yan, Audrey Ng, Eliana Law,

Bl IE S Jonathan Koo, Kok Wen Yin, Wu Yu
Tzu, Zhang Nai Fu
Contrabass Darryl Cha_i, Ho Jia Hui, Liu Yi Fan,
Tan Hui Xian, Tan Xin Yi, Yap Chong
Sin
Flute TR, PSR, #4kiE, Wang Hua Xian (Flute/Piccolo), Ho
TE ok Tzyy Yeou, Huang Wan Lin
Oboe Zou Chen Yang
Clarinet Tprie MES Josephine Phang, Lee Chin Shian,
Lim Xuan Yu, Nicole Kuan, Tay Yi
Teng
Bassoon Boey Rui Yu
French Horn E%:H Ng Wei Ron, Teo Bei Lin, Wen
Xianda, Xu Ruyi
Trumpet Charisse Loh, Lee Jia Yi, Leonard
Pang, Neo Yuan Khai, Vincent Lo
Trombone Chua Cong Yang, Lim Yu Xin
Tuba Jarrett Yeo, Keenan Yap, Lam Li

Shuen




performers

Instrument HKMOY Performers HCl Performers

=t SB55, P, MM, Jerene Goh (— %A/ ), Chery
ZokFR, BTEH. F#M. Ong, NgJunXuan, Ryan Bek (Z#8/
BREE. Mt ), Thum Xin Yi, Wu Jia Yue

W Iy Alex Oon (FHHKE), wang Xinge (

=), Marcus Low (FRIH)
E:5 Ong Wei Shuen (B &%), Teo Jia
Wei (REE)

i e, PRHE)E. {3254, Lam YiXin (85F/#), Madeline Tai,
wRPE., RRE, 8. Sally Choo
BTA. THE

= Tanya Massar, RIH. Gladys Lim (0% /5Rft), Neo Sze
WikE. F01l Min, Wang Mengjun

==} REE, sRE# Ong Yan Ling, Zheng Jia Li

EE8 BRR. 5FH 0. REB. JoelTan
FER, Bilfs,. HES

BE PEBAT. SREESS, MEEsE Foo Zhi Wei, Ma Zhengtian

g ! Neo Jing Ci

Percussion RIAX., BHE, EESF. Chen Hongying, Denise Tan, Eugene

(FeEe) Zm;. BEM, BE30Hk, Tan, Liu Siew Rong, Tan Jit Yee, Tan

BRXB. REN. MHE.
HEX. REXE

Jun Chi, Teo Zhixin, Wee Wen Ann,
Ye Yixin
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